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the north and east, but the north-western Biidge Gate and
the west and south of the city were at first left open.1 Though
Genoese ships brought supplies to the Port of St. Simeon in
November, the Crusaders' commissariat, transport, and lines
of communication were ill organized, and by December the
besiegers were suffering from famine.   The last days of
1097 saw the raid of Bohemund and Robert of Flanders in
quest of food, which ended on New Year's Eve with the
battle of El-Bara, and the ' victorious and empty'a return
of the raiding party to camp.   With the New Year scarcity
and distress increased, and William the Carpenter and
Peter the Hermit covered themselves with shame by an
attempt at  flight.    At this  time, too, the Byzantine
representative, Tatikios, left the camp.   The Anonymous,
who is hostile to inimicus Tetigus, says that he professed to
be going in search of supplies, but that he ' falsely feigned '•
Raymond of Agiles makes him cede Tarsus and other
Cilician towns to Bohemund and then withdraw on the pre-
text of seeking help.   Anna Comnena, on the other hand,
attributes his departure to the intrigues of Bohemund, who
was scheming to get Antioch for himself, and warned
Tatikios of a plot to murder him as an agent of the
treacherous  Alexius.     Von   Sybel  and   Chalandon  are
inclined to accept this view of the matter, but Hagenmeyer
believes that the famine in camp was a sufficient reason for
the retirement of Tatikios, and that his subsequent failure
to send the promised relief  embittered the  Crusaders
against him.   In weighing the evidence of the Gesta against
Raymond of Agiles and Anna Comnena, though allowance
must be made for the author's loyalty to Bohemund, it must
always be remembered that Raymond is the ardent partisan
» Later ' Tancred's Castle' blockaded the Western Gate of St.
George, Gesta Franc.t c. six.
9 K, of Agiles, c. viii.

